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Greetings from the Philippines!

As | write this newsletter the Philippines is in a State of Emergency in the tumultuous aftermath of another failed coup d’etat
which was staged on the 20th anniversary of the EDSA revolution (which overthrew the Marcos dictatorship). The country is
still reeling from the tragic landslide which killed more than 1000 people in Southern Leyte in mid February and the human
stampede which killed 77 people in early February.

As the Filipino people face these tragedies and the likely further depression of the devastated economy, | hope that this
newsletter can bring you, the readers, closer to the incredible hardship which poverty forces on people. | hope that in our own
ways we can all help turn the tide of poverty — it will take the best in each of us to make a better world for all of us.

Catherine Scerri

New houses for children

Sharing Christmas Cheer

In true Filipino style, Christmas was celebrated in a very

From top — BT big way at Bahay Tuluyan. Many different groups and
Cchﬁ'igﬁgsdggfn%; businesses from the community took the opportunity
Jaja and his tent; during the festive season to share their resources with the
enjoying icecream;  children of Bahay T uluyan. As aresult, the children were

Cotton candy at able to celebrate Christmas with a solid month of parties!
Christmas party

As always, the highlight was the official Bahay T uluyan
Christmas party which was attended by more than 200
children and featured an ice-cream cart & cotton candy.
The party was topped off with Christmas camp for the
children who couldn’t go home for Christmas.

Perhaps recognizing their good fortune, the Children’s
Council of Bahay Tuluyan also chose this season as a
time to give back. In the weeks leading up to Christmas
the children spent many nights caroling in their local
communities. On Christmas day they used the proceeds
from their caroling to buy groceries which they donated to
poor families in the local area.



CHILDREN DETAINED WITH ADULTS

The problem of children being illegally detained in government detention centers is prevalent throughout the
Philippines. Despite the Philippines having a myriad of child friendly laws designed to protect the welfare of
children, this illegal practice continues, largely unchecked, often due to a lack of resources, will or knowledge.

During January 2006 Bahay Tuluyan was fortunate to have the assistance of 4 Australian and 1 Korean
volunteers to conduct a preliminary study about child detainees in Laguna, a province south of Manila where

Bahay Tuluyan operates a center for children. This research study involved visiting more than 40 government
facilities involved in working with children in detention.

The study discovered 19 children being detained, illegally, with adults. Beyond this most basic violation of their
rights, the children suffered the indignities of inhumane living conditions, many not even having anywhere to
sleep and none of the children having access to formal education. Paradoxically, none of the detainees
interviewed had been convicted of a crime although their lengths of detention ranged from 2 weeks to 8 months.

As a licensed organization, Bahay Tuluyan has the authority to have detained children released into its care. Itis
hoped that, with increased resources, Bahay Tuluyan can reach out to these children and stop the abuse of
children in detention.
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3. The law states that social workers and the child’s
parents should be contacted within eight hours of the
child’s arrest. Although parents or family are contacted
in the majority of cases, it seems municipal social
workers are not always notified of a child’s
presence at the police station.

Volunteers Cam, Belinda
& Uschi interviewing
police

4. Due to the obstacles associated with the Release on
Recognizance application process and the limited
number of alternative institutions available for CICL,
the children are sometimes detained in jails for
excessively long periods of time

5. None of the children detained in the various facilities
had access to formal education — and some had no
vocational education or skills training opportunities

whatsoever.

6. It is highly questionable whether the standard of living I Any child deprived of Iiberty shall be I
provided to the children is adequate for the child’s .
physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social | Separated from adults unless it is I
development (as stipulated in the UNCRC). Many of considered in the child’s best
the child detainees interviewed were detained with I interests not to do so. A child who is I
adult offenders and suspects, many did not have a .
bed, some were not provided with sanitation detained shall have Iegal and other I
products, some had no visitors and no contact assistance as well as contact with |
with social workers , and the vast majority had no the family.
educational opportunities whilst in detention. I

| Unofficial Summary, Article 37, United Nations
7. The right to leisure, recreation and play was — Convention on the Rights of the Child I

most child detainees .



BT Australia Tour— KidsView 2006

Preparations are well underway for Kidsview 2006 which is scheduled to take place in Melbourne, Hobart,
Sydney and Brisbane during April and May. Two child representatives from Bahay Tuluyan have been selected
to visit Australia for this event. Marc and Rachiel are both former street children who have become leaders of
Bahay Tuluyan and advocates for children’s rights. They are very excited about their upcoming trip and the
chance to share their story with the Australian community.

Marc Pequero

When he was young Marc ran away from home
because he was being physically abused by his
father. He spent several years living on the street
where he spent his time sniffing glue and hiding from
the police. One day Marc was hit by a car and when
he woke up he was in hospital, where he had been
taken by some staff of Bahay Tuluyan.

Rachiel Neverio

The youngest sibling in her family, Rachiel's
father left the family when she was very young.
Several years later, Rachiel's mother was hit by
a bus and killed. Rachiel describes the death of
: her mother as the beginning of her ‘run-away
days’. After spending a period of time living on
the street, Rachiel sought refuge at Bahay
Tuluyan at the age of 12 years old.

At Bahay Tuluyan Marc was able to go to school and
was given a place to stay. He became a Junior
Educator and an active member of the Participatory
Research Team, through which he recently co-
authored a research study about child pimps.
According to Marc, ‘at Bahay Tuluyan, | was clothed,
given a name, a home, and given recognition for what
| can do. | was made aware of my rights, rights of
which my parents deprived me. | was given education
and my capabilities and potentials were developed.
These were gigantic changes for me.” Marc is now 21
years old and studying advertising at college, he is

living with a friend’s family. ) Volunteers sharing activities
i . and time with children of BT

3 Rachiel is a very active member of the Bahay
| Tuluyan community, having graduated as a
~ Junior Educator, Junior Health Worker and
| Junior Environmental Educator. Now 17 years
old, she is currently in 2nd year high school and
serving as the President of the Children’s
Council in the Bahay Tuluyan Kibo Children’s
Center.  Rachiel continues to be actively
involved in training other children at Bahay
Tuluyan.

Volunteering at Bahay Tuluyan

December and January were a particularly exciting time at Bahay Tuluyan, with the presence of 14 young volunteers
from Australian Volunteers International. These young people, coming from Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania and South Australia, were part of the AVI Youth Project. As part of this project they spent 2 months working
alongside Bahay Tuluyan and providing various activities for the children of the organization. Bahay Tuluyan also
continued to be assisted by Korean volunteers, Filipino volunteers and by Natalie Garcia de Heer, former AVI volunteer.

As a chronically understaffed organization, the input that volunteers provide to Bahay Tuluyan is invaluable, providing
assistance with a variety of different tasks many of which the staff just do not have time to complete. However it is the
close relationships formed between the volunteers, children and staff which will last long after their departure and, of all
the projects of the volunteers, it is these relationships which are likely to have the most powerful and long term impact.

Bahay Tuluyan welcomes volunteers who are willing to spend time working with the organization, sharing skills, talents
and time. For more information, please contact Catherine Scerri at bahaytuluyan@pacific.net.ph.




The Children’s Wish — GALA CONCERT

On 28 January 2006, more than 70 children from Bahay Tuluyan, with the
assistance of staff and AVI volunteers, presented ‘Handog Para sa Lahat
2006’ (Offering for Everyone 2006) featuring ‘Hiling ng mga bata’ (The
children’s wish). This concert, which was held at University of the Philippines,
Manila, was attended by more than 500 people, including many street
children and families from Malate, Manila as well as students from the
university and members of the community.

A firm believer in the rights of children, Bahay Tuluyan is constantly seeking
ways to enhance children’s potential and give them the opportunity to
participate fully in their communities. Consequently, Handog Para sa Lahat
2006 was almost entirely a product of children’s work. The adults involved
played a support role, facilitating the children to express their own ideas and
thoughts.

Through this event, which involved singing, dancing, art and drama, the
children told their stories, about life at home, in the community and on the
street. Their dance, dialogue and movement evoked strong emotions as they
portrayed young people abused by their families, abandoned, forced onto the
street, trapped by drugs and violence and finding no way to escape.

At the same time, they asked the audience to challenge this situation however
their questioning led them around in circles — why can’t they go to school —
because they have no food - why do they have no food — because there is no
money — why is there no money — because their parents have no work — why
don't their parents have work — because they didn't finish their schooling —
why didn't they finish their schooling — because there was no money.
Despite this frustrating cycle, the children in this performance did not see their
situation as helpless.  Instead they spoke of how they could change their
situation and how we can change the world. Fulfilling the rights of every child
was, for them, the key to change.

Perhaps unconsciously, by presenting this powerful and evocative
performance, these children in fact proved their own point. By allowing
children the space and freedom to develop their potential, express their views
and participate in the community, these children’s worlds have already been
changed. Their increased confidence, discipline, knowledge and motivation
are direct consequences of the chance that they had to participate in this
event. Without this chance, the relentless grip of poverty and life on the street
may have pulled them under by now.

In the words of Margaret Mead, these Filipino youth showed, through Handog
Para sa Lahat 2006 that we should ‘never doubt that a small group of
committed people can change the world; indeed it is the only thing that ever
has’.
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