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13 years old and 
‘rescued’ by government 
agencies 59 times, so far.   

This was just one of the alarm-
ing stories that emerged from 
Bahay Tuluyan’s recently pub-
lished study ‘Sagip or Huli?: 
Rescue of Street Children in 
Caloocan, Manila Pasay and 
Quezon Cities’.   

Documenting stories gathered 
from 599 children and 114 
‘rescuers’, this book was 
launched at the Heritage Hotel 
in Manila on 17th November 
2009.  

The practice of rescue is ‘the 
act of a government agency 
physically removing a 
child from the streets for the 
stated purpose of removing the 
child from danger’. 
 
The event was marked by a 
keynote speech from the Phil-
ippine Commissioner on Hu-
man Rights who noted that in 
many cases of rescue of street 

children ‘...beautification... was 
prioritized over what should have 
been a primary concern, namely 
the best interests of the child’ 
and that ‘instead of being viewed 
as persons [children] became 
mere numbers who needed to 
be processed to meet quotas’.  
The Australian Ambassador to 
the Philippines drew parallels 
between the rescue of street 
children and the ‘stolen genera-
tions’, a term used to describe 
indigenous Australian chil-
dren who were removed 
from their families under 
government welfare poli-
cies, with devastating out-
comes.  

The launch of this study, 
coming after several years 
of research, dialogue and 
campaigning, brought to-
gether government agen-
cies from all over Metro 
Manila and was an oppor-
tunity to start talking about 
solutions.  As a result of 
this campaign, led by Ba-
hay Tuluyan, the national 
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government has introduced new 
minimum standards for pro-
grams addressing street chil-
dren, aimed at ensuring their 
safety and best interests.   

There is still a long way to go.  
For, as long as a child says ‘I 
wish they wouldn’t rescue us 
anymore so that I could study’, 
the system is failing.  

 
Copies of the study available at  

www.bahaytuluyan.org 
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

































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































































 

An article by Phoebe Hardefeldt 

I have spent the last twelve months 
with Bahay Tuluyan as an Australian 
Youth Ambassador for Develop-
ment, based at our new site in 
Malate, Manila.  For me, this year 
was more than just a 12 month 
placement though– it was a very 
exciting page in my long-standing 
connection with BT – first as a par-
ticipant in AVI’s youth program in 
2003, then via involvement with BT 
Australia, and then another short 
visit in 2005.  

It has been so exciting to see the 
changes and progress made by Ba-
hay Tuluyan since I first came in 
2003.  And the change has only 
continued during my 12 months 
here, with our move to our new site 
in Manila, preparations for building 
‘A Home of Our Own’ here, new 
group homes and computer rooms 
set up in the Laguna and Quezon 
centres, and much more.  

I’ve focused on two main areas during 
my time here. Firstly, on Bahay Tu-
luyan’s alternative education pro-
grams – in particular developing the 
Junior Health Workers Program. And 
secondly, on BT’s self-reliance pro-
grams, including helping to strengthen 
management systems for BT’s fantas-
tic Junk 2 Funk recycled jewellery pro-
gram and the Child at Venture Café.  

That said, if I listed all the different 
activities I’ve been involved in here at 




BT it would quickly become a novel! 
It’s such a dynamic organisation with 
a very full schedule, so I’ve helped out 
with youth theatre advocacy tours, 
fundraising and advocacy events, 
computer lessons, training youth staff 
for the café, typhoon recovery activi-
ties, outreach in Manila, and much 
more.  I’ve learned a lot during my 
time in the Philippines through sharing 
skills and experiences with those 
around me, and am sure I will take 
away as much as I’ve brought here – 
not to mention some karaoke skills! 

If I had to single out one highlight of 
the year, it would have to be the in-
spiring and warm people I have come 
to know, both within and outside of 
BT. Armed with a fantastic sense of 
humour, the BT community has been 
endlessly supportive of my ideas, pa-
tient with my vegetarianism and 
scratchy Tagalog, and generous with 
their time and friendship.  I look for-
ward to keeping in touch via text-text, 
and of course to a return trip!  







































































2218 Leveriza St 

Malate, Manila 1004 

Philippines 



Phone/Fax: +63 2 353 2350  

E-mail: info@bahaytuluyan.org 







 

Bahay Tuluyan is a Filipino non    

government organization working 

with children in need of special    

protection.   

Established in 1987, Bahay         

Tuluyan’s vision is of a world where 

all children’s rights are respected, 

protected and fulfilled.  It bases all of 

its work on the United Nations Con-

vention on the Rights of the Child. 

Bahay Tuluyan believes in the     

inherent capability of children to help 

themselves and promotes child   

participation in all areas of its work.   

Bahay Tuluyan’s main areas of work 

are in providing social services for 

children including shelter, and in 

Alternative Education, using a child-

to-child approach.  The organization 

is also involved in research, training 

and advocacy.   

For more information, please visit 

our website—www.bahaytuluyan.org 
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












• 
• 
 
 
 
 
 
• 


• 







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